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intense conflict between the Christian Church and the Roman Empire for the possession of the human race, in the end whereof the Empire went down. On the ruined throne of the Caisars the prelates of the Church, xvho we're now become luxurious through the prestige of success, and seemed forgetful of the humble fisherman whose followers the}' claimed to be, proceeded to establish an oligarchy winch should be more powerful than any Government the world had ever known. Their ambitious design was achieved by confining the political judgments of men under an Inflexible ecclesiastical yoke. The Christian Church, so named in the .Apostolic days of Antioch, became the Holy Catholic Church, and its dogmas filled the earth. Hut while? the seat of spiritual authority was maintained without jjrave interruption at Rome, the decline of martial glory there, when contrasted with the military pomp of the Byzantine Empire, furnished occasion to a ductile people to transfer their attentions from the West to the East, from Rome to Constantinople. The Emperor Constantine had sub-missively accepted the Christian doctrines as preached to him by Sylvester, a Pope who wisely claimed his title from the Emperor rather than from Saint Peter; and it was not lon^ before the Patriarch of Constantinople vied with the Bishop of Rome in a career of magnificent authority. This rivalry led Pope Gregory to make his famous declaration that any Bishop who claimed the title of Universal Bishop was anti-Christ.
The simple doctrines which the Christ had expounded to the world in his Sermon on the Mount, as an ample exposition of the whole duty of man, were now augmented by unnecessary and perplexing additions. Under Leo the Great, the definitions of the authority of the. Bishop of" Rome had transformed the earthly head of the Church from a shepherd to a despot. The transparent forms of the primitive Gospel were thrust aside for the impressive and sensuous embellishments of reviving arts. The relics of saints wen* invested with the power of divine healing Their graven images could work wondrous miracles. The sacerdotal character assumed an ascendency which rightfully belonged only to intellectual supremacy. The